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Improving school readiness

Paston Ridings is a Primary school in Peterborough. They are in
their second partner year with Learning with Parents and they
use the digital reading log in 15 classes across the whole school.

Heidi and Chloe are the Reception teachers and explained that
their school is in a high level of deprivation with school
readiness declining year on year so they were eager to join the
Ready Teddy pilot for their Reception starters.

Motivation for joining the Ready Teddy pilot

Heidi explained that they are always keen to try anything that will help
their levels of parental engagement and were eager to do anything
that would be beneficial for the children and for their families starting
school.

As a school, they want to try and give them the best possible start but also to show the
families that they work as a team and that families can communicate with them as much
as they communicate with the families.

Chloe confirmed another reason for joining the pilot was that the number of children
coming in ‘school ready’ each year has been getting lower and lower and they have a high
number of children who need speech and language support.

What they loved about Ready Teddy

Heidi and Chloe explained that they loved the range of topics and activities that were
included and felt it covered all the basic things they need the children to be able to do when
they start. By doing these topics and activities they felt the children had a good idea of what
their day would be like and the basic things they would be doing in the classroom.

They also felt that having a real teddy bear made the activities very child-friendly and ‘low
threat’. For many of their families, where speech and language is a big challenge, Teddy
opened up opportunities for children to talk and really helped break down conversational
barriers.

They are still feeling that impact in the classroom, when Teddy is out to play and children
are having conversations that they would usually find very difficult.

CB® e really felt the benefit of being a part of this, and really
appreciated the opportunity to do it. We can really see the
impact and the potential that it has got to make a difference
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The impact on families

Heidi and Chloe strongly felt the programme helped their families feel more school ready
and discussed that the range of activities helped support them to know what they could
focus on before starting school. They commented that because the school is in a
disadvantaged area, their parents might not always have school readiness at the forefront
of their minds. Heidi felt it gave them some real hands on things to do which wouldn’t have
happened otherwise.

Chloe also felt that incorporating Teddy into each activity made it feel more like a nice
holiday activity rather than a school task.

They both felt that it gave them an indication really quickly of which parents were more
likely to engage with school and then they had a clear idea of who they would need to spend
more time getting to know and supporting.

Although they did have some families who didn’t engage much with it over the summer
holidays, they are actually still doing the activities and sharing photos now. Which Heidi and
Chloe felt was a real testament to how accessible the activities were.

The teddy is still very much part of school life and it still lives on their desks. Some children
still bring theirs into school and they love to tell their classmates all about what they got up
to with Teddy on the weekend!

They also talked about how Ready Teddy has helped engage families to use the digital
reading log. The platform feels familiar and safe to the new parents now and they feel that
for their families this is really important. Heidi confirmed that she feels they have already
had a lot more engagement on the digital reading log than they did last year.

Recommending Ready Teddy

Heidi and Chloe both said they would absolutely
recommend Ready Teddy to other schools. They both felt
it was a fun and engaging way for children to take part in
school-readiness activities, as well as being accessible for
parents too.

They commented that it feels very ‘low pressure’ and it
doesn’t ask too much of families, but still supports
children to practise important skills for school.

They also added that it’s simple to use, and a great way
to get parents to be involved.
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