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Recently we caught up with Cat Mellersh, SLT and
Year 2 teacher at one of our partner schools,
Meadowside Primary, to hear her reflections on
delivering the Money Skills programme...

Before we started Money Skills we didn’t offer a
stand alone financial literacy programme. We briefly
touched on it when we taught money within maths
lessons and when the younger children were playing
shop and gaining a basic understanding of money
through games. Further up the school, there’s a
little bit of financial literacy included in our Life Skills
lessons, but it wasn’t something we consistently
taught throughout the whole school. Also, crucially,
we didn’t involve parents in this teaching.

We’'ve been using the Learning with Parents Maths and English
resources for a little while now and we love them, they’re fantastic for
homework. So when the Money Skills programme was offered to us we
thought it was perfect and we knew that it would work. Parents and
children know how the programme works and it's all integrated nicely
together on the platform; for parents and for teachers.

As a school we decided to schedule the Money Skills topics on the last
week of every term so families have plenty of time to do it. Families will
be going out and doing things during half term which often involves
money. When we scheduled the foreign currency topic, one of our
children went to America and so his photograph is all about dollars. But
we've tried to enable families to do the activities just as part of their
everyday life.
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% “Money Skills has worked really well for
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Parents have said they like the fact that every year group focuses on the
same theme at the same time but the activities are differentiated
depending on age. This means that siblings are all working on the same
topic and they can have discussions which bring together the entire
family.

We’ve had several parents say:
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“I would never have thought to talk to
my child about this topic”
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The programme has really helped parents, and us as teachers, to
understand what children actually know rather than what we assume
they know.

The children love the videos and I think they’re really good for the
parents to watch too as they help them to understand the topic and
show methods to support their child’s learning. We know parents want
to be really involved so the tips for parents are also brilliant. The topics
and activities have made it real for the children, it's been really nice to
see them out shopping!
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We’'ve noticed a definite improvement in
children’s understanding of money. They are
now more articulate and they have a better
understanding of what money is. We ran the first
Money Skills assembly in the last week of last
term and the children were brilliant at recalling
all the money knowledge they had learnt across
the year, which proves that they are embedding
money knowledge.

We also found that the Money Skills topics have helped us in our maths
lessons as children have a better understanding of coins and their basic
knowledge around finance has improved. We’re not having to back-fill
their knowledge as parents have been supported to have those
conversations at home.

One of the main highlights has been seeing the photographs of children
actually going out and shopping with real money, using notes and coins
which they don't necessarily see all that often. It’s been the best thing
because it brings it to life for them.

Top Tips from Meadowside:

e Share photos of the children doing the Money Skills activities in your
assemblies or in your classrooms to celebrate their achievements
and to encourage others to do the same

e Make sure that you deliver the topic intro assemblies and make them
interactive

e Launch Money Skills separately to the Maths and English programme
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