Clare Probert, English Lead, Assistant Senco and Year 3 Class Teacher at Wheatfields
Primary School

Wheatfields is now a two form entry primary school with a nursery. Overall the numbers of
children are falling as originally there were 14 classes in the school but now there are only
12. There is one class in the Early Years and a Year 1 and 2 class.

The community of Wheatfields is a mixture of more affluent families and then those that are
struggling financially. There are not many EAL children however the numbers are
increasing.

A colleague at Wheatfields attended a computing fair at which they were introduced to
Learning with Parents for the first time. After discussions about the programme, Clare
decided it would be a good way to support reading at home.

Clare reflected on the past and present parental engagement at Wheatfields.

The engagement is totally mixed. There are those parents who want to know everything and
then there are those who stand away from learning more. (As a school) you have to
encourage those not engaging to come into school and bridge the gap in their experiences.

Each term or half term, we host stay and read sessions. When parents drop off in the
morning, we invite them to stay and read to the children in a cosy place with cushions etc.
One family member can read with different groups of children and it is an opportunity to bring
siblings together to read with their parents. This shows that reading is really valued.

We also use the ‘Accelerated Reading’ system. The children are taking these books home
as they are good quality texts which are allocated according to reading levels.

Teachers communicate with families through ‘Class Dojo’. Most staff have good
communication with families. Parents know that they can get in touch with the teachers. For
those families that are hard to reach, we send messages to them to reconnect and draw
them into learning.

What systems did you have in place for reading at home, before using Learning with
Parents?

We send the ‘Accelerated Reading’ books home. There was an overhaul of all the aspects
of reading this year. The books that the children are reading are now in line with the school’s
phonics scheme. In Reception and Year 1, the books are matched to the phonic sounds that
the children are learning. This has affected the books that Year 2 children take home so we
have decided that Year 2 pupils will take home the accelerated reading books as well as Key
Stage 2.

Now reading at Wheatfields combines the Phonics Scheme, the Accelerated Reading
programme and the Learning with Parents Digital Reading Log.



How are you using Learning with Parents at your school?

For those parents that are not engaging, we were considering giving them paper diaries to
use however we have persevered and asked them to go online to record reading. This has
worked for some of our families who have now begun to use the platform when they didn’t
before.

Every time a child reads at home and it is recorded on LWP, the child gets a ‘Dojo’ point. If
they read five times a week, and get a green tick online then they are given a raffle ticket.
We draw a name out of these raffles every half term and the child who is picked wins a £10
book token.

We are only doing this for the second time this year and it may take a while to gather a bit of
momentum.

Clare ran through some of the best aspects of using Learning with Parents.

We have a ‘Get Caught Reading’ display in the school where we put up photos of children
reading in weird and wonderful places. It helps that families can share photos on Learning
with Parents and we add them to the display. It’s also really clear which families have given
permission to share photos from the site and which haven't.

Families like that they don’t have paper books all the time. It's much easier for them on the
phones.

From a staff point of view, the online reading log saves time as an adult is not trying to check
through all the reading diaries.

It’s also a really good visual to track patterns of reading at home and it is easy to see who is
engaging.

As Reading Lead, | can look across the whole school which is really useful so that | can see
what year groups are reading at home and those who are not. It seems that older children
are not recording as much as the younger year groups. This is because in Key Stage 1 the
children read with their parents. The older children are reading just not recording on the
digital reading log. We are hoping the raffle helps with this.

In terms of using the platform, the support from the Learning with Parents team has been
quick and effective. Everyone is so helpful and they are really quick in dealing with things.

What message would you have for schools coming across the programme for the first
time?

I think it’s really good. The service is helpful and supportive especially during the launch.
We had lots of time and the introduction was really smooth. A few parents will be won over
by the digital reading log. We will persevere with those who are not yet using the platform.



