Lucy Darnell (English Lead) and Denise Cottam (Headteacher), Shortstown Primary

School

Shortstown Primary School is a non-selective school and our pupils come from a
wide range of social backgrounds, cultures and abilities. The school has a Preschool
attached providing education for children from 2 years old. We are a member of
HEART Academies trust who support the school in all of our policies and procedures.
(Shortstown Primary School website, ‘About Us’ page)

Shortstown is a school with a strong community but the deprivation rate is high and this
means that it can be challenging at times to meet the needs of all children and families. 29%
of children are on the pupil premium register and receiving free school meals.

With regards to reading, the school used paper reading records in the past but these brought
about many issues for parents when logging their child’s reading at home. Currently, the
school is focusing on Reading for Pleasure. Their phonics scheme of learning is ‘Unlocking
Letters and Sounds’ and they are building the profile of reading in the school by hosting
reading workshops and are reading each day with the children. Within this context, there
was still a gap in what families were doing with their children at home and this is something
that the staff at Shortstown wanted to address.

Lucy and Denise shared some systems that they already use to engage children and
families in reading at home.

Denise:

Each term we give out a homework cup and now we link this to Learning with Parents.
Initially we linked the cup to the number of children who engaged with the platform. Now, it’s
for those who have met the target of reading 5 times a term. We have seen an increase in
children and families using it (Learning with Parents) since introducing the cup.

Our school is having a big focus on parental engagement. We are hosting workshops and
inviting families in to watch different performances. The aim is to get parents into school
every term. We have had a good turn out for our reading workshop and we have decided to
host a writing workshop next term.

Our families are engaged in wanting to see children’s learning in school but they still need
more support to engage in learning at home.

Denise explained a little more about the home learning that was previously used and
why they wanted to change this system at Shortstown.

We were using lots of worksheets, traditional paper reading records. Alongside this we set
half term projects and topic books. We found that this was too much of a job for parents.

We have taken these homework expectations away and the children are now asked to only
use ‘TT Rockstars’ and Learning with Parents.



We have found that Learning with Parents is time saving and purposeful. Teachers share
the dashboards at parent’s meetings to promote the reading log and motivate other families
to use it.

Lucy was then able to tell me some positives of using Learning with Parents.

We are able to monitor and see (engagement) quickly. At a glance you are able to see who
has read and who has not read. At the beginning of the week, we pull up the information
about who has engaged. We also check in midweek on this information and we celebrate
those who are engaging. It’s great to see families putting lots of photos on there (website).

We are excited to see the platform grow. We have 401 families now signed on to use it and
we have 408 families on roll.

Lucy continued by commenting on the impact Learning with Parent’s has on teacher’s
workload.

The main benefits come from seeing it (engagement) and recording it. We (teachers) use
the platform a lot of the time on tablets as part of Guided Reading.

Being able to see the statistics of engagement quickly is something that | would highlight to
new schools signing up with Learning with Parents.

I'd tell them it’s all about reading at home. It’'s about communication with families. It’s lovely
that they can share the videos. We get so many audio and video clips. It’'s so nice to be
able to see them and share them with the class. There’s a conversation about the books
(that they are reading) which may not have happened before.



