Chris Beazely is the Headteacher at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School. The whole
school are using the Learning with Parents full programme.

Chris told us about the community of Sacred Heart

The community (of Sacred Heart) is quite strong. Chris is the Head of a Catholic school, an
institution of schools that Chris believes are good community based organisations. At
Sacred Heart the parents and staff get on quite well and the interactions are strong. There is
a lot of engagement (from families) already.

Describing the community Chris continued by telling us:

There is a lot of deprivation in the community with 50% EAL children. This large percentage
includes a high number of refugees or people moving from abroad. The levels of pupil
premium children are high and a lot of safequarding is needed in the school. They have
decided to employ a ‘safeguarding and pupil welfare’ manager to support those families and
children who are most vulnerable.

How did you hear about Learning with Parents?

I noticed a NAHT article about parental engagement and this sparked my thinking about how
to engage the most disadvantaged families in his school. Currently three quarters of our
children leave school with an expected level of education. In phonics screening we get
about 50/60% pass rate. The long term goal is how can we get 90% of children meeting
their capabilities. Then for the last 10% how can we support their families more to help the
children.

We are using our Safeguarding and Welfare Manager to support this by asking them to help
families with home learning and introduce the platform Learning with Parents. If children are
prevented from doing well because of their home circumstances then what can we do to help
them and reach out to the families.

| was introduced to the Learning with Parents programme via a webinar with Tom.

What have you done to engage families at Sacred Heart?

In other schools some parents are made to feel that they are not welcome but that does not
happen at Sacred Heart. Our Inclusion Office is very good at supporting children who are
having difficulties with attending school and with families who are disengaged. As a school,
we are trying to talk to all families on their level.

Each day the Headteacher, Deputy Head and Inclusion Office are all out on the playground
welcoming families. We are trying to listen to what the families are saying. If they need to
speak in greater depth we invite them in or phone them to talk through their issues. We
don’t shy away from difficult conversations with families. Every class teacher is out on the
playground handing children over to families at the end of the day and speaking to parents.

Performances bring families in but | think we could do more of this over time.



What were you doing for home learning before using Learning with Parents?

Initially we changed from sending home Maths learning every week and thought it would be
better to be more flexible. However we then discovered that it is better to have some
consistency with regards to your homework approach. On a Friday, we now sound out
homework and this is consistent across the school.

How are you using Learning with Parents at your school?

During Celebration Assembly we talk about the number of reads and total the class read to
see who has done the most reading per week. | am able to total the number of reads by
Wednesday in order to share this with the school.

It is realistic that alongside using Learning with Parents, Year 6 teachers do set
supplementary stuff before SATs. Also we set a project for all families to complete in the
Spring term.

Impact on Parents and Teachers:

(Learning with Parents) has relieved teachers of marking. Teachers don’t like setting
homework. Homework is generally not consistent. It's hard to keep on top of the marking.
We decided to take workload away by taking away marked home learning which then allows
teachers to focus on more important priorities.

It’s great that parents are being taught the concept of learning in videos and this is a positive
to helping the children.



