
Belinda Perry, Reading Lead, Hempnall Primary School and Brooke Primary School

Hempnall and Brooke Primary are two small village schools in the Diocese of Norwich.
Each school is made up of five classes of 30 children. With regards to reading logs, Brooke
Primary stopped using paper records about three years ago because they believed they
were not being used effectively. At Hempnall the families used the diaries much more but
both schools wanted to have the same approach with reading and reading logs. Belinda is
taking part in the ‘Transforming your School’s Reading Culture’ programme which focuses
on activities and systems that promote reading for pleasure. Introducing the Learning with
Parents digital reading log fitted into this new approach for reading at both settings.

Belinda shared some interesting thoughts for future development of the Learning with
Parents platform.

At the beginning parents were engaged with the platform.
One teacher at Hempnall was updating messages to parents each week and this was really
successful. This showed the parents that the teacher was engaging with the platform as
well.

Belinda provided some suggestions to maintain parent’s interest:

Giving the teachers an option to comment on reading log entries would help parent’s to see
that teachers were also engaging with the platform. This could come in the form of a
‘thumbs up’ emoji to show that the parent’s comments have been acknowledged. This
would improve parent/teacher interactions.
Having the option to download the Learning with Parents reading log as an app would help
parent’s access it more easily.
It would be useful to be able to add links into comment boxes that will get parents to phonics
activities etc being used by school.

Going forward Belinda is going to think creatively about ways to keep families
motivated to use the digital reading log.

We are going to relaunch after Christmas with teachers and families. Incentives to help
families will include giving out more certificates to children on a weekly basis and more
linked to the targets set by class teachers. We may also use stickers. These incentives may
help families to feel motivated as they can see their child will be rewarded for reading at
home.

We are going to have an Inset with teachers to reset expectations. During this meeting we
are going to suggest that teacher’s find a way to give regular comments to families so that
they can see the school is engaging with the programme as actively as the parents.



Liz, a parent and employee at Hempnall Primary School also shared her thoughts on
the digital reading log.

I have a 5-year old and an 8-year old at the school. The 8-year old is an independent reader
and he will be asked to read to his brother. They do a lot of reading at home.7

We are reading with them but the reading log is one extra thing and that makes it hard to do.

It would be good to leave a comment (on the reading log) once a week and then have an
option to tick that they have read today but without leaving a comment or uploading a photo.

We really like it (the reading log) but it would be nice to get feedback from teachers and it
would be great to get information back.

It would be great to make it so children can be more interactive with it.

At the beginning me and my husband were really keen on it. It’s better than the book and it’s
nice to upload the video of siblings reading to each other.


