Emma Wilson, Deputy Headteacher, Camestone School

Camestone School is a two form entry setting with high levels of EAL children. These
children have a reasonable level of English. Very few of these children have little or no
English. The percentage of SEN children at the school is currently at an average level
although recently, Camestone is seeing a growing number of children with referrals and the
level of need is growing too. Pupil Premium is low on average, however a number of the
families sit in the next band of low income where financial support and benefits are not being
given. These are the families being missed.

Emma, the Deputy Headteacher at Camestone, gave us an overview of parental
engagement at the school.

Families here are lovely but are not very ambitious in their approach to home learning. They
will engage with events and parent’s evenings but they find learning at home more of a
challenge.

To engage families we have run workshops on reading and those that attended were already
engaging with learning. These families will learn more (by the workshops) but they are also
the families who are naturally doing the learning at home anyway. These workshops did not
engage the ones that they needed - the hard to reach families.

In the past we monitored engagement and targeted certain parents - introduced a reading
cafe where we modelled reading to families. The reading cafe was very informal and
teachers sat with families and encouraged them to read if they wanted fo.

We’d like to do this again but staffing the reading cafe was very hard. We also use
newsletters to engage families.

Emma continued by outlining how Learning with Parents is being used at Camestone
to support parental engagement in reading.

We launched the programme throughout the whole school at the same time. There was an
enthusiastic response at the beginning but some families are still struggling with the take up
and are not using the reading log regularly. As a school we are trying to keep the
encouragement alive.

To do this we have introduced raffle tickets, so if children read 5 times a week then their
name will get put into a weekly raffle. Each week | pick a class and contact the families to
celebrate those children who are reading a lot.

With regards to supporting teachers to use the Learning with Parent’s Digital Reading
Log, Emma gave some helpful suggestions.

It’s important to kickstart teachers so that they are showing the children that they are reading
the logs. Some teachers are trying to put the Digitial Reading Log on the board and show it



to the classes. This helps children to see that teachers are also adding comments towards
the child’s reading and engaging with the platform.

We've found that it’s important for senior leaders to be involved in using the programme and
that there is a key adult championing the programme within the school.

Emma shared some of the positives from using the Learning with Parents
programme.

At the beginning, the selling point to us was that the charity was trying to remove barriers for
families and to make the platform as simple as possible to use. We liked that you had done
your research on this.

The reading log is potentially a more effective way of parent’s letting us know what they are
doing and allows teachers to monitor this.

Maeve wondered what impact the programme had on teacher workload. Emma
commented:

The reading log is more effective for teachers. With paper records there were a lot more
complaints from families about things not being written in them.

Our parents can't actually see that every reading log entry has been commented on which is
a good thing. Not having a response to every comment means that they are not expecting
this and it takes the pressure of teachers.

Emma shared some tips for schools who are new to Learning with Parents.

(The reading log) is a lot more enjoyable because you can look at photos and audio clips. |
can look at everything that is going on. There have been some children going to the
museum and reading at the museum. When | see this on the platform | then catch children,
and families at the gate to celebrate what they have been recording on the reading log.

(Schools should) have a champion in the school who is going to keep on everyone’s tail.
Someone who will keep pushing the reading log.

When it comes to working with the team at Learning with Parents, Emma said:

Any issues that have arisen are usually not technical. The Learning with Parents team are

very good at addressing problems and communicating with families and staff. Learning with
Parents are really good at getting back to us all.



