Our numbers at Brooklands are gradually increasing. We are a small village school but we
get a lot of children attending who are out of catchment around the Ipswich area. Generally
the intake in Reception is high as we have a main feeder nursery. My role is to oversee
phonics and reading at home.
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The majority of our parents are very supportive and will do stuff at home. We have generally
got high engagement from families. We also use ‘Class Dojo’ and most families access that
platform as well as Learning with Parents. We are lucky to have such high responses back
from families. Parents are engaged in children’s learning and reading engagement is
particularly high. We speak to parents a lot on the playground during drop off and pick up.
Recently we sent out curriculum packs, and families have had lots of feedback for us from
these things.

Grace identified parental engagement strategies already in place at Brooklands.

We put out a lot of surveys to parents asking about different aspects of school life. Each
term we run ‘Learning Together’ sessions where the parents can come into class for about
an hour and learn with their children. We host parent information sessions and parents
evenings. Overall the parental engagement for these activities is quite high.

What were you doing for home learning before using Learning with Parents?

With regards to reading we had a reward system which we continue now. The following
system is an incentive for families to read at home with their children:

If children read:

3 consecutive weeks - they get a sticker each Friday

4 consecutive weeks - they receive a bookmark or postcard
6 consecutive weeks - Earn a badge

6+ consecutive weeks - A picture book is given to the child.

In the past we would track this with monitoring sheets but this became unmanageable and
took up too much time. Teaching assistants were changing books and monitoring this and it
took up to 45 minutes to an hour each week.

Now that we use Learning with Parents, Teaching Assistants can change children’s books
and monitor engagement in about 10 minutes.



How are you using Learning with Parents at your school?

During Celebration Assembly we talk about the number of reads and share which class has
read the most. | am able to total the number of reads by Wednesday in order to share this
with the school.

To help launch Learning with Parents, Grace showed parents how to use the platform after
school in a workshop style event. She also made a demo of how to use the platform which
she made available to all families after the workshop.

Most parents feel positive about the platform because of the ease of it. They have
commented that they like being able to use the app and upload photos when they are out
and about. Voice notes are really popular and they are also really helpful to teachers as
well.

Grace told us more about the how Learning with Parents has impacted teacher
workload.

We took on Learning with Parents to help with teacher workload. It’'s much easier to see
who is commenting compared to the traditional reading diaries. It is also easier to see who
is engaged with reading. From a teacher’s perspective ‘I love it
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Give it a go! Definitely from the teacher’s perspective and workload. It's so visual and so
clear and it also tracks parent’s engagement which is part of our everyday life.

It’s more effective than a paper journal because there is no excuse to not use it. Not like the
excuses with the paper journals.



